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Yercellse (Campi Eaudii). Alarms destroys the army of the Cimbri and
thus saves Italy from the barbarians. Athenion, the successor of Tryphon,
defeated and slain by the consul Manius Aquilius. The fugitives taken and
killed to the number of thirty thousand.
CIVIL STETFE:  TIME OF MARIUS (100-86 B.C.)
100. Marius chosen consul for the sixth time. Saturninus coerces the
assembly of the tribes into accepting a measure for distributing conquered
lands among the soldiers of Marius, and containing a clause obliging the
senate to confirm the law. Q. MeteHus alone refuses to do so and goes into
banishment. The popular party endeavour to secure the consulship for 99
to Glautia. His supporters kill the rival candidate in the Forum. Marius
interferes in the cause of order, attacks the rioters and captures Saturninus
-and Glaucia. While awaiting trial the popular leaders with many of their
adherents -are put to death by the aristocratic party. 99. Q. Metellus re-
called. 98. Marius retires to Asia. 95. Rutfiius Rufus falsely accused
of extortion while legatus in Asia Minor and sent into banishment* This
unjust sentence reveals the abuse of the judicial power in the hands of the
X'tes. 92. Sulla as prater in Cilicia restores the king of Cappadocia
had been expelled at the instigation of Mithridates, king of Pontus.
91. Marcus Livius Drusus tribune. He introduces laws: (a) taking the
judicial power from the equites and restoring it to the senate, and (b) pro-
viding for a redistribution of lands. These laws, passed by the popular
assembly, are declared invalid by the senate. Drusus proceeds to execute
them and to introduce a measure for admitting Italians to the citizenship.
Drusus dies suddenly. 90. Trials and banishment of the supporters of the
Italians. The Social War (90-88). The Italians revolt from Rome and
form a republic with Corfinium as its capital. They attack the Latin
colonies. Venusia and several other cities fall into their hands before the
Romans can take the field. Lucius Julius Csesar, the consul, twice defeated
by the Italians. Campania and Apulia fall into their hands. The consul
Rutilius defeated and slain on the Tolenus. Marius fails to distinguish
himself. Cn, Pompeius Strabo defeated and besieged in Firmum, from
whence he attacks and routs the Italians. The year closes \vith the Italians
on the whole successful and with news of disturbances in the provinces.
Rome conciliates the Latins and the loyal Italians by granting them citizen
rights. 89. The Romans repeatedly defeat the Italians. The lex Plautia-
Papiria confers Roman citizenship on all Italians desiring it. They are
enrolled in eight of the tribes. 88. Mithridates, king of Pontus, makes war
on the king of Bithynia and defeats the Roman armies supporting the latter.
The Greek cities of Asia join Mithridates and put to death all Italians found
in them. Sulla appointed to command in the Mithridatic War. P. Sulpicius,
a partisan of Marius, proposes to enrol Italians in all the thirty-five tribes.
Sulla opposes the measure. The popular assembly transfers the^ command
in, the Mithridatic War to Marius. Sulla joins his army in Campania and
marches on Rome. Marius makes a fruitless attempt to defend the city,
but fails and has to fiee to Africa. Sulk deprives the popular assembly of
the right to vote on measures not previously sanctioned by the senate.
8T. Sulla proceeds to the war against Mithridates, lands in Epirus, drives
Mithridates' generals from Bceotia, and besieges Athens, which had declared
for the king of Pontus. Meantime the consul L. Cornelius Cinna endeavours
forcibly to revive the laws of Sulpicius. He is expelled by the aristocratic